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WOMEN'S BIBLE COMMENTARY

Convinced that society's repression of women
was a direct result of the centuries-long
teachings of Judeo-Christian orthodoxy
(which held women's creation to be an
afterthought), Elizabeth Cady Stanton
=#» hoped that women would use the vote to
effect social change and end their subordina-
tion. When she saw the suffrage movement being taken over by
religiously orthodox women, she fought back with a radical act,
the publication in 1895 of The Woman's Bible. This book
presents modern translations, alongside enlightening commen-
taries, of the approximately 10% of texts in the Bible that
reference women. Though censured by the National American
Woman Suffrage Association, of which Elizabeth had been
president, the book won a popular and worldwide readership.
As a political treatise, its publication was a call to action; in its
centenary, it is still an extraordinary document. In 1992 The
Women's Bible Commentary was published as a forum for
renowned women scholars to present feminist biblical interpreta-
tions, illumined by a century of biblical criticism. ~ JFL
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